Gender Justice to Eliminate Climate Change Impacts
in developing Countries, a case study from Sudan

Dr. Mey Eltayeb Ahmed, Email: mejahmedigmall com
Institute of Environmental Studias, University of Khartoum, Sudan

Introduction and Abstract AN

This paper (Hustrates the different land wse systems, human activities and importance of the Savannah Belt to the Sudanese
oconamy and netural resources in an area that since the 1970 has been most affected by esvirenmental conflicts and elimate
change rish. This paper sheds light on the effect and impact of climate change and conflict on women in the Savannah Belt,
which not unlike other areas of Sudan; have suffered from social exclusion and have often been neglected in attempts to address
e drivers ol efimate change and its resulling conflicts. The significant impact of this neglecl can, however, be balanced against
the more positive gains taken from examples where women have not ||'|I|I ilnn included both programmatically but also in the
policy mrena, uH:h A% the development of Sudan's reducing emisslons from d tation and forest degradation (REDD+ Proposal
DocumentPolicy

Paositive lll.mplll, whilst still few, Hlustrate the importance of combining climate justice and gendered approaches to achieve
practicable and inclusive policy and programmaiic selutions for mitigating the impact of climate change and conflict,

In Sudan, lessons learned from the best practices of Sudan's social forestry have led to modifications at the policy level and the
ereation of mutual collaboration between government officlals and noen-governmental badies (o address Bsues of gendor aqual-
ity in climate chonge adaptation and m

In Sudan, lessons learned from the best practices of Sudan's social forestry have led to modifications at the policy level and the
eraation of miutual collaboration between government offictals and non-govornmantal bodies to addroas iaaues of gendor agqual-
ity in climate change adaptation and mitigation. Such policy approaches have grown out of locally developed policy initiatives
basoed around the concapt of socinl Forestry, which in moro recem developments has servad 10 empower wamaon and onhanes
gender and climate justice - creating fertile ground for REDD4 Proposal Document/Policy and resulting prog s to i tiv
5o oquitable and inclusive participation of local communitios, ensuring womaen's Inclusion and participatory managemant nl'
local environment and ecosystems. Although such ples are few upon the ground, their inclusion as a best practice influ-
ences tho dovelopmeont of Sudan's REDD+ Propogal Documoent/Policy, facilitating the roll-out of similar programmatic approaches
acroas the country

Research Methodology

The research for this paper is based on a number of data collection methods, including collation of primary data from personal observa-
tions, along with 1T lecal community consultations during the development of the REDD+ Readiness Programme (RPP) in Sudan (between
Z012-2014), Including Godaref, Blue Nile; Sennar, White Nile, north Kordofan and Gezira states.

Secondary data were utilised via a literature review, including analysis of a number of programme and project reports, assessments, pub-
lishod bosks, papers and online documaents, alang with eritical analysis of the provisions and articles eontalned within Sudan's REDD+ Pra-
posal DocumentPolicy. The research methodology applies and tests the gendered climate justice approaches, examining if and how they
can address vulnorability to drivers of climate change, and conflict through their integration inte the REDD+ Proposal Document/Policy.
Discourse analysis of the inlegration of gender inlo the REDD+ Proposal DocumentPalicy examines both the methods in which gender
was integrated, along with the end result in terms of provislons contained within the document. The data for this paper were collocted
win amnmi-alructured inberviews and locus group discussions. The resaareh spacifically includsd weman fram & number of dissdvantaged
tribes of the Bavannah Belt from six different states

Some Reflections from the Local Communities

1 amn from pastoralist tamily, | born in tho north of Kardolan, my areo 5 affectod by the desertification and conflict, aftor
wi lasl all our liveslock, wa relacabied hirs since 19808, this place bacomas my home, wWe have bean learned IFom our
grandmother that people cannot live without trees and trees give us a live. This why | care about the forests because,
it is the future for my children and human in the carth.

Mhadiajs, Northars Kordofan (on 12 Apell 2014).

Peaple from the urhan areas or Kharioum should askesd us why the forest is mportant for g liveliboods as we ve with
forest and protect il | can not understand some poople care anly about the forest and not about tho poople.

Gho innisiod that

Wamen know more than men aboul the lorests anil savironment, becaoss we snlsd The Toresl thres limes per day for line-
wood and bring water, 8o wo hnow well which tree Is sick or old and where now trees suppose o be planted. Man just
go to forest to make charcoal or stay ot home to eat the food we cooked for them.

Mrs Howa, the Blus Mile State (on 21 March 2015}

REDD+ should be for the people who suffer snd vulnerable by the drought snd rein luctuations, as we are women who
stay caring about our familles under all the threats and we know well hew our environment is affected by the climate
change and confliict.

Halima, White Nile states (on 16 March 2014)

We carred and detivered human belng to the life from owr stomach, we managed to survive dudng the drought and wear
mo woman, de you think we ara aol sireng (o conoorve and provont our forest With somo aupport Tram REDD+,
Mariam, Gadarit stale jon 3 Augus] 2014)

Concluding Remarks

#The ndvent of conllicts, mu directly related to land use and ASTUPAl TRSOUTCES CONSIFLIATS compoundsd by climate change,
e d fuarther d tati A tamt factor Implicated o this entire precess has beon the neglect and lack of vis-
imlity of Sudanese woman and Mvulcu. In this regard, the lagisiative and policy frameawerk In this region has boon a mixad bag
of overlapping, contradictory and cousative frameworks for both the esoolation of conflict and the neglect of women.

# Sudan's new Institutional and policy arrangemants, through the application of the climate justice and gender tool In Soclal ferestry,
has resulted in the development of a positive-looking REDD= policy. The current approach has made the necessary sarly connec-
tions botween climate change and conflict drivers whilst drawing linkages between the social, economic, political and ecological

fsctors at play.
# Prioritios must eniure and focus upon Sudanose L ta fi kal Iat and substantive capacity-building
mlmm{wnmbimmm:llmmﬂlmvﬁllnﬂdlnmuluﬁhh gaged and be included in an inclusive and mean-
ingful in bath ongoing policy devel it and to e sursLainability of such approach.

#5: and bost practices will need to be murﬂumnummpmm-pplum aeross othor parts ol the countey [Gmd pos-
silily the wider region of the Savannah Balt of Afriea),

tSocial forestry In Sudan's Savannah Belt provides an example of an extromely effective climate justice approach, integrating
woman's roles, neods and inlerests (and those of other vainerable or marginalised communities) in a holistic mannoer..




