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Situating human mobility & climate change

• Context: Over the course of 2015-2017 the world witnessed the 
Syrian refugee crisis in Europe, BREXIT, and large numbers of 
displaced by weather hazards worldwide

• International community: Rules governing migration & refugees 
created in past centuries are in flux; SGDs and Paris commitments 
highlight our greatest aspirations and dilemmas

• Research community: Evidence about realities of human mobility in 
the 21st century, including climate change



Source: Volker Turk, UNHCR 2016



Challenge & Opportunity

• What is: Global Compacts on 
Migration and Refugees focus on 
contemporary issues: Border 
control and visas; and protection 
/ coordinated humanitarian 
support to anticipate and 
manage large scale movements 
of people 

• What could be: Evidence-based 
policy  International 
community forms new rules for 
governing 21st century mobility 
that build resilience, leave no 
one behind, and which prepare 
the international community to 
address dignified, documented, 
robust large scale movements in 
a world between 1.5 and 2 
degrees



Source: UNFCCC loss and damage team, image created by Nadia Schweimler
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Source: Bronen, Robin “Climate-Induced Community Relocations: Creating 
an Adaptive Governance Framework Based on Human Rights Doctrine,” 

NYU Review of Law and Social Change vol 35, 2011, pp. 356-406.
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Source: Koko Warner, image created by Carolin-Anna Trieb for Munich Re Foundation Dialogforum 1.3.2017



Climate policy tackles 
migration, displacement, 
& planned relocation as 
risk management issues

Why: Avert, minimize and address residual 
climate risks

How: 
• Understanding
• Strengthening dialogue and policy 

coherence
• Enhancing action

Who / What: Executive Committee of the 
Warsaw International Mechanism 

Source: UNFCCC loss and damage team, image created by Petya Pishmisheva



Task Force on Displacement created by 
the Paris Agreement (Decision 
1/CP21):

49. Also requests the Executive 
Committee of the Warsaw International 
Mechanism to establish, … a task force 
to complement, draw upon the work of 
and involve… existing bodies and expert 
groups under the Convention including 
the Adaptation Committee and the 
Least Developed Countries Expert 
Group, as well as relevant 
organizations and expert bodies 
outside the Convention, to develop 
recommendations for integrated 
approaches to avert, minimize and 
address displacement related to the 
adverse impacts of climate change

Source: UNFCCC loss and damage team, image created by Petya Pishmisheva



Opportunities for research-policy partnership

•Move from crisis-orientation to resilience-
orientation (caveat about return, transformation)

•Redefine livelihoods and equity at a systemic 
scale (implications of 1.5 – 2.0 C temperature range on food production, livelihood and social systems)

•New ideas for fragile states and conflict 
management / diplomacy

•New concepts of borders and translocality
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Dr. Koko Warner
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